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What’s inside:
—  Some questions that have  

come up so far
—  Immediate next steps

What are the 
Challenges and 
Opportunities?

2.Immediate
next steps

Our wish is to design this project in a 
radically different way to previous projects 
of this type, with a fundamental focus on 
inclusion and partnership with stakeholders. 
We are starting by listening directly to those 
who live closest to the proposed site. As we 
continue this, we will enable meaningful 
conversations with those living slightly 
further away from the site. 

To enable maximum accountability  
and transparency, we would very much 
welcome a regular forum where local 
individuals and groups can participate with 
us directly in the design of a meaningful  
and positive local project. 

Items we are currently under pressure to 
advance with are:
i) to meet everyone within two km of 

the site where the wind resource 
could be tapped so that we can start 
a conversation about the potential 
development of the resource,

ii) to ensure that everyone who would in 
any way be impacted by a wind project 
have access to all pertinent information, 

iii) to erect a wind measuring mast to make 
sure we can share the facts about the 
wind with designers, investors and the 
local neighbours,

iv) to undertake assessments on all 
potential impacts.

To address the challenges around a 
wind farm development, we would 
like to first analyse the risks and 
opportunities together with 
local neighbours before we
advance any further.Keep Me Informed

How would you like to be kept informed?
Options include; 

Email   Post   SMS

Regular Meetings

If at this stage you are happy to share 
your contact details with us, please do 
so below and return by post or email to 
the addresses above.

Name:

Phone:

Email:

Address: 

Important
If we have missed something important 
to you, please let us know: Phone 1890 
800 505, email scarriff@coillte.ie or 
post to: Coillte Renewable Energy
Drewsboro, Scarriff, Co. Clare

Summer 2018
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Some questions that 
have come up so far

No matter how we look at it and whether 
we believe turbines are something 
positive or something negative, having 
a wind turbine near your home will be 
a change. This change can include both 
negative and positive impacts. 

Here are some of the questions we have 
heard when talking to people in the  
local area.

How noisy are wind turbines? 
When you are up close to a wind turbine 
it is noisy enough as you may know from 
visiting one. As you get farther away it 
is less so. Also, some makes of turbines 
are noisier than others. And weather 
conditions affect the noise to a large 
extent also. Even the legal limits imposed 
by law are not always sufficient to 
remove all annoyance. As such, it is very 
important to ensure that the placement 
of turbines in Carrownagowan carefully 
considers all this. This is an exercise that 
we will conduct openly with any resident 
who wishes to know more. 

Do wind turbines damage our health? 
Health is a key concern and will need to 
be examined for each proposed turbine 
siting. People have concerns including 
noise, flicker and infrasound, and these 
will have to be transparently assessed 
with local residents. 

It has many aspects from concern over 
infrasound to noise and we will document 
these transparently and publically. In 
reality, some people experience loss of 
sleep due to turbines being too close; 
and we know that lack of sleep takes 
a toll on health. Also, different people 
react differently to how close they feel 
comfortable having a turbine and often 
the legal limit is simply not enough. An 
important first step to fully appreciate 
this is to go close to existing turbines 
of similar design and to examine its 
noises at distances that are relevant to 
you. Some of you will want to do this on 
your own and some together. We would 
be open to facilitating this. Please let 
us know if you are interested for us to 
organise a trip on a weekend or other  
time that suits you.

What about visual impact? 
Turbines can be easily seen. As such, 
their placement needs to be considered 
from all views that they impact. A visual 
assessment will be undertaken and any 
resident who wishes to take part in this 
exercise will be welcomed to join in to 
make sure the views important to you  
are protected. Once all the information  
is collected then we will engage on  
the proposed layout before we go  
for planning.

What benefits exist through welcoming 
turbines within the neighbourhood of 
our homes?

There are at least six potential benefits 
to be considered: 

(1)  direct payment for land access; 

(2)  access to green energy at a 
significantly reduced rate as a  
benefit of being a close neighbour; 

(3)  the availability of a substantial fund 
to support sustainable development 
within the community - ideally 
overseen by a forum of local 
neighbours;

(4)  the possibility of a representative 
community organisation becoming 
directly involved in the wind project 
and using revenue generated from  
this for local investments; 

(5)  local infrastructure improvements 
and economic activities linked to 
construction; 

(6)  an indirect benefit that may become 
very significant even if some people 
find it to be overstated: this is the 
contribution we make towards cleaner 
air and cutting CO2 gas going into the 
atmosphere; a step that one day we 
might be very glad we took.

For these benefits to be well understood 
and negotiated, full transparency and 
genuine community and company 
representation are necessary. 

All ideas and suggestions for how to 
make this happen are very welcome. 
Please send these to us by the end of July 
2018 if at all possible. Suggestions after 
this date will still be welcomed.
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